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In the winter of 1894-5, a number of Reichstag deputies were to attend a naval conference in the Potsdam Palais; at first it was intended that I should report to them, but later the Emperor decided to address them himself. I learned that the Emperor intended to speak unreservedly in favour of a cruiser war, and to influence the Reichstag in this direction. It happened that I had to report to the Emperor for the Executive Command the day before, and I seized the opportunity to inform the Emperor of the contents of that memorandum, which represented the battle to be the object and the centre of gravity of our tactical organizing development. The Emperor was vexed, probably because it meant disturbing the scheme of his address, and he asked me, "Why was Nelson then always calling for frigates ? " I replied, " Because he had a battle fleet." At any rate the outcome of my representation was that the Emperor spoke about both cruiser war and battle fleet to the deputies the next day, with the result that they had less idea than ever of what was really intended. One portion of the Reichstag observed a distrustful and hostile attitude towards "personal naval whims"; Herr von Leipziger, reporter to the commission on navy matters, groaned aloud to me that evening in Potsdam and said, "If only we knew which way they really want to go!"
In the autumn of 1895 I asked to be relieved of my office on account of new conflicts with the Admiralty. My successor was Admiral von Diederichs,